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Following engagement, many brides discover that things are much more expensive than 

they thought they would be, particularly when it comes to a wedding dress.  Many brides 

today come into bridal salons saying they have budgeted two or three hundred dollars on 

the low end for a wedding dress and maybe up to five hundred dollars on the high end.  They 

are shocked to find the nearly impossible task of finding a well-made dress in this price range.  

Most brides who have insisted on finding 
a dress in the $99 to $300 price range 

have found quickly that all dresses are not 
created equal.   Those brides who are so set 
on a low-end price often end up spending 
more money on alterations than they did 
on the price of their dress because it is so 
inexpensively made.  

In fact, most gowns that are sold for less than 
$600 that you see heavily advertised and 
promoted by the big box retailers are made 
from synthetic fabrics that have minimal 
construction details and are made this way 
by the store’s request to their manufacturer 
to cut costs.  These dresses usually don’t have 
underlining, have minimal boning (if any at all) 
and are missing other structural supports to 
help the dress fit properly.  These supports 
are extremely important as both boning and 
underlining fabrics help to hold the bodice 
of a dress up and securely in place.  They also 
help provide a smooth fit over the bodice of 
the dress.  If a dress doesn’t have boning or 
good lining, you will see more wrinkles and 
crinkling of the fabric in a wedding dress.  The 
last thing a bride wants to see in her wedding 
dress is bulges in the fabric of her dress due to 
minimal boning and lack of inner construction.  

If you have been feeling stressed by the cost 
of your wedding and in particular a dollars 
you’ve budgeted for your wedding dress, this 
special report I’ve written is just for you.  I’d 
hate for you to make a mistake with such an 
important purchase that will be one of the 
focal points of your big day (especially since 
everyone will see you in it and will comment 
on how you look).  

In this special report, I’ll explore how myths like 
the $99 to $300 wedding dress have appeared 
and why wedding dresses cost what they do.  
I’ll also share with you several insights into how 
wedding gowns are constructed so you can 
be sure you are getting the best value for your 

money.  Most importantly, I have a coupon that 
I’ll share with you as a thank you for reading 
the article that you’ll be able to save on the 
purchase price of your wedding dress when 
you buy it on your first visit to our store.

The initial sticker shock of wedding dresses 
may have come as a surprise to you.  Why 
does a dress you’ll wear one day of your life 
seem to cost so much?

There are four reasons and they all encompass 
various aspects of how the dress is made.

The first reason is fabric.  This is what makes up 
the majority of the dress.  Within each type 
of fabric, there are also many different grades 
or quality of fabric.  Dresses can be made of 
silk, various types and varying grades of satin, 
chiffon, and organza.  Many dresses today are 
also draped with exquisite lace.

Most moderately priced wedding gowns 
($600 to $2000) are constructed from much 
higher quality fabrics and ornamentation and 
use higher grade fabrics that drape more 
elegantly and show off their versatility in 
design.  The ornamentation and beading that 
is sewn onto these dresses is also of a much 
higher quality.  There are varying degrees of 
inner construction and most all dresses in this 
price range are fully underlined for stability 
and to give your finished dress a smoother 
appearance as it drapes across your figure.  
These dresses usually have some crinoline built 
into the skirt to provide additional support to 
that part of the dress.

As I mentioned, a very important part of 
the fabric that makes up a wedding dress is 
its lining.  Lower priced gowns usually don’t 
have any lining at all.  As the price of wedding 
dresses increases, you’ll find variations in the 
transparency and opulence of the fabrics that 
are used.  In fact, some of the fabrics used for 
the inner lining on more expensive or couture 
dresses could be used as the outer fabric of 

many beautiful gowns.  The difference in the 
thickness, thread count, and overall quality 
of the lining makes a huge difference in how 
well the dress flows, and most importantly, fits.  
Gowns that have very inexpensive lining often 
cause the outer part of your dress to make 
creases in the dress that won’t flatter your figure.  

Many dress manufacturers and big box 
retailers are able to offer dresses for seemingly 
low prices by cutting corners with less 
expensive dress linings or by using no lining at 
all underneath a dress. 

Probably the biggest thing you’ll notice when 
looking at the inside of a wedding dress 

that indicates high quality and construction 
is how the inner bodice of a wedding dress 
is made.  The most expensive and highest 
quality gowns often have a built in bustier with 
boning that will flatter the figure of anyone 

Notice how the dress with minimal boning and no 
lining bulges in the center of the bodice. Higher 
quality gowns with extensive boning and lining won’t 
have this problem



in the dress.  Some of these gowns are quite 
elaborate and exquisite.  When you come in 
for your appointment, please ask to see the 
inner construction of these gowns.  You’ll be 
amazed by the attention to detail and the way 
the dress will fit on you.  In fact, many brides 
tell us that this is what draws them to buy one 
dress over another – how it fits and how they 
feel in it (which is all influenced by the inner 
construction of a gown).

There are literally hundreds of hours of work 
in the construction of every single wedding 
gown we sell at our store.  It is easy for some 
brides to want to buy a wedding gown for 
a price of $99 or $299 without having any 
consideration for the amount of time and the 
sheer talent that goes into constructing, and 
hand-stitching every bead and bit of appliqué 
onto a dress.  Most of the dresses in our store 
sell between $700 and $1500.  When you 
look closely at what goes into the construction 
of each gown, you would be absolutely 
amazed and floored by how inexpensively 
you can wear such a beautiful work of art on 
your wedding day.  As an example, it takes one 
highly skilled seamstress twenty-three eight-
hour days to sew on more than 10,000 beads 
on one of the dresses in our store.  

To appreciate the level of skill and 
workmanship this requires, time yourself 
sewing fifty beads (in three different colors) 
onto a piece of fabric in just a straight line, 
much less an intricate and beautiful pattern.  
How long would it take you to sew on these 
fifty beads?  You can’t make a mistake and put 
two of the same colored beads together and 
the beads must be sewn on by hand, one-
by-one.  Once you have spent a few minutes 
threading a needle, sticking yourself with the 
needle, having the needle get unthreaded 
again, etc. you really begin to appreciate the 
talent and skill the dressmakers have who 
construct each and every one of the beautiful 
gowns you see in our store by hand. 

The skilled professionals who sew each and 
every dress in our store have spent years 
mastering their craft and take tremendous 
pride in their work.  Shopping for a dress 
with only a dollar number in mind, discounts 
the tremendous efforts that are put forward 
by skilled professionals who have dedicated 
themselves to true mastery.  

Most inexpensive wedding gowns that are 
priced under $500 are often made by less 
skilled artisans who are just beginning the 
process of learning how to make wedding 
gowns.  

Another important aspect of what makes 
up the overall cost of a wedding dress is 
its ornamentation. In fact, much of a gown’s 
personality is made up in the type and amount 
of ornamentation it has.  Dresses are often 
adorned with seed pearls, Swarovski crystals, 
and exquisite appliqués with corresponding 
beading.  A big part of the cost of a wedding 
dress (especially the most expensive ones) is 
the quality of the little details that make up 
your dress.

One of the biggest aspects of ornamentation 
is the train of a wedding gown. Anciently, the 
length of the train was an indication of the 
amount of wealth the bride’s family possessed.  
The longer the train, the wealthier you were.  
It was a status symbol and a way to show off 
your wealth to those who were invited to the 
wedding.  Today, the type and length of train 
is most likely an indication of the formality 
or informality of the wedding.  Longer trains 
tend to be more formal and less formal gowns 
typically have smaller court or sweep trains.

Since there are many types of ornamentation, 
I would recommend that you settle on a 
silhouette or cut before you consider all of 
the different types of ornamentation.  The fit is 
really one of the most important features you 
should consider. Then, you can find a dress in 
that cut with the ornamentation that will best set 
the tone you want to create at your wedding.

That’s it.  Those are the four biggest things that 
make up the price of a dress.  Now, when you 
go to a bridal store, you’ll know why dresses 
cost what they do.  You’ll also understand the 
myth of the $99 wedding gown.  This myth 
been primarily promoted by big box retailers 
who use this low, low price as 
a tantalizing hook to get you to 
come into their stores.  In reality, 
there are usually very few if any 
wedding dresses in that price 
range that are also in your size.  
And more importantly, you 
won’t likely like the cheap dress 
for a lack of one of the reasons 
mentioned above.

How much you end up spending on your 
dress is completely up to you.  I hope that 
this special report has been helpful to you 
in determining why a dress costs what it 
does so you can be more realistic in your 
budget assessment for your dress.  Nothing 
is more frustrating for a bride who drives to 
every bridal shop and spends hundreds of 
dollars in time and money and gas looking 
for the perfect dress for $100 that doesn’t 
exist.  Some brides will be super-focused on 
finding a dress in this price range and then 
be devastated later to find that she spent 
more on alterations to fix the dress to fit her 
figure.  She could have had the dress she really 
wanted if she would have budgeted a little 
more and got what she really wanted that fit 
her right in the first place.  There is no reason 
for you to make this same mistake.  

Now you know that there is a reason why 
wedding dresses cost what they do.  At our 
store, we want to help you find the perfect 
dress at a price that will fit within your overall 
budget.  In fact, we are so confident that we 
can help you find a dress on your first visit, that 
I have included this $100 coupon for you to 
save off the price of any wedding dress you 
find in our store over $499.  We can’t wait to 
see you in our store and help you find the 
dress of your dreams.

Please call us at 850-862-3334 to schedule 
your appointment now.

Deborah West is the 
owner of  Simply Ele-
gant—Florida’s #1 choice 
for brides, located at 
14 Racetrack Road, Fort 
Waltob Beach, FL 32547. 
She can be reached at 
850.862.3334 or by visit-
ing www.sebridals.com.

$100 OFF
any wedding gown  

over $499 on your first visit
Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion.  Cannot be redeemed for cash.   

Only valid on gowns purchased over $499 on your first visit.  
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